Honesty of offspring begging behaviours is the keystone to understanding the evolution of parent eoffspring communication. Three main begging costs have been traditionally advocated that ensure the reliability of offspring signalling: energy expenditure, loss of inclusive fitness and attraction of predators. Here, we propose that ectoparasites may eavesdrop on begging signals, especially acoustic signals, for host detection, a never considered but potentially generalized cost of begging that will constrain the evolution of exaggerated begging displays. Ectoparasitic insects possess a diversity of auditory systems for intraspecific communication that may be used to detect begging calls of host offspring. The use of auditory cues for host detection offers some advantages to ectoparasites, particularly in environments in which long-distance detection of hosts is necessary. There are well-known examples of interspecific eavesdropping on host auditory signals by parasites that include parasitoid flies attracted to calling crickets and cicadas, and frog-biting midges and mosquitoes attracted to frog calls. Eavesdropping on begging signals may have evolved in those parasites searching for hosts that display begging behaviours, which include not only birds but also mammals and some reptiles and insects with parental care of juveniles. Considering begging costs due to detection by ectoparasites may help us understand the reliability, and therefore the evolution, of signals of need and parenteoffspring communication. Begging behaviour, the mechanism by which offspring solicit food and other care from their parents, represents a classic example of a conflict of interest between parents and offspring (Trivers, 1974) . Through begging, offspring try to manipulate their parents to receive the maximum possible amount of care, while the parents are compelled to make carefully informed decisions to adjust their parental effort and to allocate food within the brood in order to maximize fitness (Wright & Leonard, 2002) . Consequently, the parenteoffspring conflict of interest arises because the fitness gain of the caring parent and that of the signalling offspring do not coincide (Godfray, 1995; Trivers, 1974) . In the face of this conflicting genetic interest, mechanisms ensuring reliability of signals of need are necessary for the evolution of adaptive parental responses and efficient parenteoffspring communication (Godfray, 1995; Mock, Dugas, & Strickler, 2011; Wright & Leonard, 2002) . Most mechanisms proposed to explain reliability of begging-related signals include the existence of costs that limit the exaggeration of begging displays (e.g. Godfray, 1991 Godfray, , 1995 Godfray & Johnstone, 2000; Grafen, 1990; Mock et al., 2011; Zahavi & Zahavi, 1997) .
Three main costs of offspring begging have been traditionally recognized: energy expenditure (Chappell & Bachman, 2002) , loss of inclusive fitness (Price, Ydenberg, & Daust, 2002) and attraction of predators (Haskell, 2002) . Although evidence supporting the assumption of costly begging behaviour has accumulated (Magrath, Haff, Horn, & Leonard, 2010; Martín-G alvez, P erez-Contreras, Soler, & Soler, 2011; Moreno-Rueda, 2007; Roulin, 2001) , no clear consensus exists on whether or not these costs are sufficient or needed to guarantee reliability of begging signals (Higham, 2014; Mock et al., 2011; Searcy & Nowicki, 2005; Sz amad o, 2011) . While some studies have suggested negligible energetic costs of begging in terms of oxygen consumption (McCarty, 1996; Schleich & Busch, 2004) , others have detected reduced growth (e.g. Kilner, 2001; Rodríguez-Giron es, Zúñiga, & Redondo, 2001 ; but see Leonard, Horn, & Porter, 2003) and immune response (e.g. Moreno-Rueda & Redondo, 2011) or increased oxidative stress (Moreno-Rueda, Redondo, Trenzado, Sanz, & Zúñiga, 2012; Noguera, Morales, P erez, & Velando, 2010) . A loss of inclusive fitness may be an important cost of begging, and there is evidence for this cost (Briskie, Naugler, & Leech, 1994; Moreno-Rueda, 2007 
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